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INCREASE FUNDING FOR THE
TITLE V MATERNAL & CHILD
HEALTH BLOCK GRANT

The Association of Maternal & Child Health
Programs (AMCHP) calls on Congress to fund the
Title V Maternal and Child Health (MCH) Services
Block Grant at $1 billion for FY2023.
The MCH Block Grant, authorized by Title V of the Social Security Act, is the
only federal program of its kind devoted solely to improving the health of all
women and children in the United States. It is guided by the principles of
evidence, flexibility, and results. In FY2020, programs funded by the MCH
Block Grant served 93% of pregnant women, 98% of infants, and 60% of
children nationwide.

Priority Areas for
MCH Block Grant
State Formula Funding
▪
▪
▪
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Increased investments in the MCH Block Grant are needed to scale effective
public health programs, meaningfully impact more families, and address longstanding racial, ethnic, and geographic inequities in maternal and child health
outcomes. The MCH Block Grant is the backbone of our nation’s public health
infrastructure for women, children, and families, but that infrastructure was
severely strained during the pandemic. Title V needs sustained, increased
funding to best serve our nation’s families now and in the future.

▪

Improve pregnancy, birth,
and infant health outcomes
Reduce maternal, infant,
and child mortality
Eliminate disparities in
health outcomes
Promote family-centered
care for children with
special health care needs
Support child and
adolescent mental health
Assure access to highquality public health and
health care services
Build workforce capacity for
local public health and
community-based
organizations

ke

Another key component of the MCH Block Grant is
the Special Projects of Regional and National
Significance (SPRANS).

The MCH Block Grant improves
the health of women, children,
and families by:

SPRANS funding complements and helps ensure
the success of state Title V, Medicaid, and CHIP
programs by driving innovation, responding to
emerging and entrenched issues, and building
capacity for integrated systems of care for women
and children.
Key projects funded through SPRANS include:
▪ State Maternal Health Innovation grants
▪ The Maternal Health Learning & Innovation
Center (MHLIC)
▪ Maternal Mental Health Hotline
▪ Alliance for Innovation on Maternal Health
▪ Women’s Preventive Services Initiative
▪ MCH workforce training programs
▪ Adverse childhood experiences research
▪ School-based health services network
▪ Child and adolescent injury prevention
resource centers

▪
▪

▪

Supporting evidence-based programs
that work
Providing flexibility to address
emerging issues and state-specific
maternal and child health needs
Complementing other federally
funded programs, such as home
visiting, community health centers,
Healthy Start, WIC, autism initiatives,
CHIP, and Medicaid

For additional information, including state-specific
Title V MCH Block Grant fact sheets, contact
AMCHP’s government affairs staff:
•
•
•

Amy Haddad, ahaddad@amchp.org
Alyson Northrup, anorthrup@amchp.org
Lauren Blachowiak, lblachowiak@amchp.org

